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life of creative action. He does not trifle with anything;
but he does everything with all his being.
• For the transformation of our- cultural life we naturally
look to religion. - But unfortunately religion has been often
misunderstood with the result that it has deteriorated into
sectarianism. Sectarianism makes men fanatically aggressive
instead of broadening their minds. Instead of promoting the.^
Truth it leads to the spreading of dogmas. Instead of re-'
conciling the differences among men it accentuates them.
Instead of increasing the happiness of man it makes him
unhappy and narrow. Thus chaos and the misery in this
world is due to the misinterpretation of the true meaning
of religion.
Meher Baba preaches freedom of spiritual culture. The
freedom of the individual in matters concerning spiritual
life should not in any way be curtailed by convention or
dogma. There are as many diverse paths as there are
temperaments. All persons need not accept the same path
to Divinity. The basic belief of sectarianism is that there
is only one path to realization and that it is binding on
everyone. But this philosophy leads only to external con-
versions and compulsions. Meher Baba expects from us
not only tolerance of all religions, but the active attitude
of appreciation for the truths, which they reveal. He brings
to the forefront the vital truths of all religions and shows
them as being identical. In his expositions of the Truth,
we find him using the terminology of the Sufis or Vedanta
or of the Christian mystics without any sectarian bias. The
spirit of tolerance is a very healthy preservative of the
uniqueness of individuality. It secures in the cultural life
of the world a rich variety instead of dull uniformity.
Everyone has his own path to Divinity; and yet the goal
of all is the same. Freedom of spiritual culture, therefore,
leads to unity in div^sity, a harmony in differences.
The history of humanity has been a history of blunders.

